
School Board Report
 BY LISA BIERI, SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENT

Th e fi eld of education has become increasingly complex.  Testing, curriculum, 
psychology, and the method and practice of teaching are but a few areas that 
have changed immeasurably.  All of this is familiar ground for a school super-
intendent but not necessarily for school board members.  Th e job of a school 
board member has evolved by leaps and bounds since the days of picking an able 
schoolmaster and ordering wood or coal for the furnace.

  School board members must maintain a balancing act, which can sometimes 
be tricky.  We need to know enough about the world of educators, support 
them, and communicate with them, without dictating what should be done.

 Th e job of the school board is changing from being an “overseer” of the super-
intendent to that of a co-leader with the superintendent.  Gray areas sometimes 
exist, but the school board is primarily concerned with questions such as what 
are the school district’s challenges and what resources can be rounded up to meet 
them?  How those challenges are solved and how resources are used are functions 
of administrators and staff , who are led by the superintendent.

 Th ere is heightened attention on student achievement in our school district, 
in our state, and nationally.  Th e role of the school board must transform to 
make that a priority.  How do we best keep a focus on student achievement and 
promote it in our school district’s interactions and policies? In January, several 
school board members attended the 97th annual State Education Convention.  
Th ey were able to renew their commitment to providing the very best opportu-
nities for all students at Sevastopol, and learned of the many changes and new 
practices ahead.  

As we continue into the second semester of school at Sevastopol so many pos-
itive things are going on, many of which will be reported in this Pioneer Times 
newsletter. Th e many positives and advancements have been possible because we 
have great, top-notch employees who embrace change and keep student needs 
fi rst and foremost—preparing all students for the future.  I would be remiss to 
not also give credit to the students, their families, and the greater school district 
community for their work and support.  We can all be proud to be Pioneers! 

 Th e Citizens Facility Advisory Committee (CFAC) has taken on the charge 
of identifying and confi rming the needs and exploring potential solutions to our 
district’s facility and site needs. Th e primary goal of the CFAC is to recommend 
a solution that is cost-eff ective for taxpayers, as well as off ers an enduring, ener-
gy-effi  cient, and adaptable end product that will support the Sevastopol School 
District’s future students and the residents of all the communities we serve for 
decades to come.

Th e CFAC held its fi rst meeting Oct. 23. We are fortunate to have 35 diverse 
community members serving on this committee. A wide range of backgrounds 
on the committee has been and will be benefi cial for the work at hand.

As the committee explores various options, additional information is needed 
to assist the group in making any quality and thorough recommendations. Th e 
Applied Population Laboratory at UW-Madison is researching and predicting 
future enrollment trends for the district. R.W. Baird & Co. has provided fi nan-
cial data. Bray Architects has and will continue to provide potential possibilities.

In addition, the group toured Kewaunee School District on Jan. 22. Ke-
waunee recently completed a two–phase project, which included renovating 
part of an existing building, razing of an older building, adding a stand-alone 
building, and completing an addition.

Th e CFAC has held fi ve meetings, which are scheduled on Monday evenings 
from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. and are open to the public. Th e next meeting is 
scheduled for Feb. 12. If any community member would like additional in-
formation or would like to schedule a tour of our school, please contact either 
Roch Lautenbach, director of maintenance, or Kyle Luedtke, superintendent. 
Both can be reached at (920) 743-6282.

Citizens Facility 
Advisory Committee 
Update
   BY KYLE LUEDTKE, SUPERINTENDENT
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Taking a break from their ski through the school forest in physical education, freshmen Laci Lautenbach, Abby Hocevar, Olivia Stenzel, and Abby Banks play with the fresh-fallen snow.
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 Th e heading in the 1971 Pioneer year-
book reads, “Women’s Lib” Hits Sevas-
topol.  Accompanying the headline is a 
photo of Sevastopol’s fi rst girls’ basketball 
team.  

Title IX, enacted as part of the Educa-
tion Amendments, ensured equal athlet-
ic opportunities for women.  Th ough it 
didn’t become law of the land until June 
23, 1972, Sevastopol, always on the cut-
ting edge, got a head start. In the winter 
of 1970 the fi rst Lady Pioneer Basketball 
Team was organized. 

Note the young women are not wearing 
uniforms, instead they are wearing the dress 
code of the day for girls (skirts or dresses with 
the hemline just above or below the knee). 

 In the same 1971 Pioneer yearbook 
another headline declares, “Board Allows 
Moderate Dress Code.”  Accompanying 
that headline is a photo of four young 
women wearing pants—no skirts, or 
dresses, just pants.  Kay Severson, a trans-
plant from California, began the move-
ment for girls to wear pants to school. 
Where she came from that was common-
place.  Severson recalls that girls could 
wear pants to school, but had to wear 
them under their skirts—this was not a 
fashion statement. It was allowed to keep 
the girls warm, because in 1970 most stu-
dents still rode the bus to school.  

So, if girls could wear pants, why not 
minus the skirt?  First, some girls just 
wore pants to school, and they were sent 
home for violation of the dress code.  Th e 
situation escalated to a day when a large 
number of girls wore pants and had an 
informally-organized sit-in on the gym 
steps.  Th en principal, John Bobb, lis-
tened to the case made by the girls, and 
soon it was approved that girls could wear 
pants to school.  Th e moderate dress code 
approved by the school board included 
blue jeans, but the jeans could not have 
tears and had to be “good looking” jeans.   

 Th e winter of 1970 was a big one for 
girls at Sevastopol.  You’ve come a long 
way, baby!
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State Report 
card rates district 
as Signifi cantly 
Exceeds 
Expectations
          BY KATHY HOPPE & ADAM BAIER

Pioneer fl ashback 1970-71 

 BY LISA BIERI

District & School Report Cards were 
recently released by the Department of 
Public Instruction.  Th ese report cards are 
a measure of student achievement, growth, 
and readiness for post-secondary educa-
tion and careers for all Wisconsin schools.  
Since the fi rst state report card released in 
2008-09, this is the highest district–wide 
scores that we have achieved. Wisconsin’s 
rating of signifi cantly exceeds expectations 
is reserved for the very best schools in the 
State of Wisconsin; and this rating noted 
Sevastopol as the top 4K-12 district in the 
state. As a community, we should be very 
proud of these results which demonstrate 
high performance for students, strong par-
ent-school teamwork and a community 
that values education. Students in grades 
3-8 testing in reading and mathematics 
and high school ACT scores are the main 
indicators that create the scores. Check out 
the website for more information – Search 
Wisedash Public.  Our work is never done, 
and this serves as a reminder of our expec-
tations for the future.  Sevastopol is a great 
school, and we should all be proud. Th anks 
to a great school district!  Pioneer Pride is 
thriving here!

Box Tops for Education:                                        
We need your help.  Box Tops for Education collection goes on year-round!  By 

collecting Box Tops YOU can make a huge diff erence for OUR school! Please col-
lect them and send them to school.  We have a collection box located outside the 
elementary offi  ce.  Place the Box Tops in a baggie or envelope and mail them or drop 
off !  We submit the Box Tops on a monthly basis due to the expiration date on them.  
Our elementary students are continuing to tally the Box Tops for a competition, and 
winners will be announced late April or early May.  Box Tops for Education benefi ts 
every student at Sevastopol from Elementary to High School.  Th is is an amazing way 
to support your community, and it gives us a substantial fi nancial contribution so we 
can provide a wide variety of opportunities for our students.  Please save Box Tops for 
Education for Sevastopol.  Th anks for your support. If you have any questions please 
feel free to contact Tracy Wautlet at 920-495-2982.

  ~Sevastopol PTO

Th e school year has reached the halfway 
point with high school students completing 
fi nal exams a couple of weeks ago. Winter 
sports and activities are in full swing. Our 
community education courses for adults 
will begin soon. Our school board has re-
turned from the Wisconsin Association of 
School Boards (WASB) convention in Mil-
waukee, and the Citizens Facility Advisory 
Committee (CFAC) continues to meet.  
Th ere really is a lot going on at Sevastopol.

Since the last publication, the Depart-
ment of Public Instruction (DPI) has re-
leased the 2016-17 State Report Card. 
Sevastopol School District received a 94.5, 
which is the second highest district report 
card in the state and the highest 4K-12 dis-
trict of the 424 school districts in the state. 
Our elementary school and middle school 
were both rated signifi cantly exceeds expec-
tations, and our high school was designated 

as exceeds expectations.  Our students, staff  
and community should be very proud of 
this accomplishment.

Property owners have received their 
property tax bills. If you have any questions 
about the school portion of tax bill, please 
contact me. Th is past year, our mill rate 
increased by 4 cents from $5.50 to $5.54. 
In comparison, the average mill rate in the 
state of Wisconsin is slightly under $10. 
Over the past six years, our mill rate has 
remained steady between $5.11 and $5.76.

It is a privilege to serve our school dis-
trict. If ever you have any questions or con-
cerns, please contact me. You can reach me 
at kluedtke@sevastopol.k12.wi.us or call 
(920) 743-6080.

      Yours in Education,

         KYLE LUEDTKE, SUPERINTENDENT

A note from district administrator Title I—A Partnership 
for Student Success
 BY SUSAN ANSCHUTZ

For some time, Sevastopol Elementary has 
been a Title I school.  Last year, teams from 
elementary, middle and high school worked 
together to create a comprehensive plan in 
order to extend the Title I 
resources for Sevastopol.  
Th is year, Sevastopol re-
ceived the designation as 
a Title I Schoolwide Pro-
gram District.

Title I is a federally 
funded program under 
the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act 
(ESEA).  Th rough Ti-
tle I, money is given to 
school districts around 
the country to provide 
extra educational ser-
vices to children most in 
need, as well as focus on 
helping all students meet 
high standards and skill in literacy and math.  
Specifi c utilization of the funds varies in each 
district based on overall strategies and goals 
and may include resource allocation to tech-
nology, books, professional development or 
additional staffi  ng.

According to the Wisconsin Department 
of Public Instruction (DPI), a Title I school 
is eligible to become a Title I Schoolwide 
Program when 40 percent or more of the 
children are from economically disadvan-
taged families and only after a plan is de-
veloped in collaboration with parents, com-
munity members, and staff , that has direct 
impact on services and student achievement.  
Results are evaluated annually by the district 
and DPI.  Th e program is facilitated within 
the School District of Sevastopol by Title I 
Coordinator Diane Jenquin. 

“Each of the schools at Sevastopol have 
specifi c Title I program goals focused pri-
marily (this year) on reading and writing.  
For example, this year due to additional re-
sources, we now have Title I Intervention-
ists in elementary, middle school, and high 
school.  All three professionals have a read-
ing license, and assist students in small group 
settings to enhance their reading and writing 
skills,” Jenquin said.

All staff  in a Title I Schoolwide Program 
must be highly qualifi ed. More than 30 per-
cent of Sevastopol’s elementary, middle, and 
high school teachers have a reading license, 
or have earned a master’s degree as a reading 
specialist.  In addition, all instructional aides 

working at Sevastopol are certifi ed through 
Th e Master Teacher ParaEducator Training 
and Certifi cation program designed to give 
paraeducators the specifi c training they need, 

along with the strategies 
they can apply to support 
the instruction of read-
ing, writing and math in 
the classroom.

“Staff  professional de-
velopment goals are set 
in part and tie to Title 
I Schoolwide Program 
goals. In the case of the 
paraeducator training, 
specifi c modules were 
completed last summer 
during three separate 
in-service days. Wiser 
and more consistent de-
cisions are being made in 
regards to students’ goals 

that impact achievement, as the entire team 
works together for the benefi t of students,” 
Jenquin added as she refl ected on results the 
school is experiencing so far this school year.

All children residing in an eligible school 
are considered for participation grades 4K 
through grade 12, regardless of their family’s 
income. Current Title I guidelines encourage 
greater fl exibility and innovation in design-
ing customized and eff ective programming.  
Th erefore, everyone benefi ts. Another ex-
ample of Sevastopol’s 2017-2018 eff ort is 
the implementation of a new program that 
helps readers who excel, and prepares them 
for more complex writing.

Family engagement is important with all 
phases of learning. Sevastopol continues to 
provide unique opportunities for families 
and students, and this year two events were 
made possible with Title I resources.  Author 
and educator Dr. Kelly Gallagher provided 
in-service for our teachers based on his book, 
Write Like Th is.  Th e book was also the basis 
for a book study by our middle school and 
high school staff .  A second opportunity 
was provided to our elementary staff  who 
worked on developing student writing skills 
with Linda Faruggia from Benchmark Edu-
cators. 

For more information about Title I goals 
and initiatives at Sevastopol, contact Read-
ing Specialist and Title I Coordinator Diane 
Jenquin at (920) 743-6282. 

Sevastopol Elementary School Teachers Heather Bley, Katie Grooters, Brooke Tanck,  Katie Huehns, and Stephanie 
Ayer recently earned a master’s degree in reading from the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh.

Title I Coordinator Diane Jenquin

I Hate My Mirror
By: Bailey Schroeder

Loathe it with a passion
 Because it makes me feel inferior

Like seeing someone with fashion
 And you can barely

Find a matching pair o’ socks
 Life acts very unfairly

Ask for good and get concrete blocks
 People say that they like what they see

But, somehow
 I can’t see what they see in me

I can’t understand, even now
 Perhaps it’s because

I try to look past the skin
 And into the broken laws,

Th e feeling that I can’t win,
 And the wrongs I can’t right
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The World Today
By: Charlie Carmody

Th e world around me 
Is both beautiful

And ugly
Everyone blames society
But we are the society

So who is really to blame?
Races are still divided

Families separated
Gender discriminated
Religions not accepted
Violence is common

Help can be far
Many left with a scar
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It has been quite a journey for Mrs. Helga 
Bobb, the warm-hearted, longtime member 
of the Sevastopol family, whose childhood 
traces back to a war-torn Europe. It is a life 
filled with memories of her siblings, who were 
forced by unforeseen circumstances to grow 
up all-too fast and memories of those who, 
like herself, were less fortunate. Helga’s life 
memories include those who she kindly refers 
to as “the underdogs” or “the lost ones”.

It is fitting, albeit not surprising, that she 
has made it her life’s goal to reach out to meet 
the needs of those who are less fortunate, or 
who are yet learning to speak, or those who 
stand waist-high that only need a warm hand 
to hold and a soft voice to be spoken. 

It was Mrs. Helga Bobb, who was once the 
small child with a remarkable story of her 
own, that was the underdog; the less-fortu-
nate one.

She was brought up in the midst of the sec-

ond World War. Her father, Efrom Hundt, 
was drafted into the German army in 1939, 
leaving her mother, Leokadia, to care for their 
then four children. Helga and her younger sis-
ter, Elsa, were born within the next few years 
during the war. 

Their childhood was filled largely with 
pain, hunger, and uncertainty. 

The Hundt family lived in a German col-

ony in eastern Poland through most of the 
war until 1945. Russians had then come in to 
the area. Determined to move westward, the 
family attempted to flee in a wagon convoy. 
Helga was just four years old at the time. Of 
the 57 families in the convoy, it had been said 
that only two families did not lose a family 
member, one of which being the Hundts. The 
Russian army used tanks and machine guns to 
bombard the convoy, leaving it in ruin, with 
hundreds of casualties.

The family farm was taken over and the 
Hundt children were said to be working as la-
borers on the farm that they had once owned. 
The family did not know the whereabouts of 
their father, Efrom, who was listed as “missing 
in action” while away fighting for the German 
army. 

Helga’s siblings were split apart for months 
at a time, located at different farms. They sur-
vived under the guidance of their mother and 
the oldest sibling, Eddie, who helped keep 
everyone in touch while they were separated. 
Helga, not quite five years old, would spend 
the days herding cows and nights crying her-
self to sleep at a farm with Gertrud. The older 
brothers, Otto and Herman, stayed with baby 
Elsa to keep her protected from the Russians.

Another monumental challenge for the 
family occured when Leokadia was unjustly 
arrested and put into a Russian concentration 
camp, leaving the six children virtually alone 
to fend for themselves.

The Hundt children, who were without 
their mother and father for years, were lat-
er taken into a guarded camp along with 
hundreds of other German families. On the 
last days of camp, the Germans were to be 
shipped out. However, the children protested 
with Russian officers to not have to go with-
out their mother. On the final day, an emo-
tional reunion between Leokadia, who was 
released from the concentration camp, and 
her six children occurred in front of the camp. 
The reunion brought tears to the eyes of the 
Hundt children, their mother, the other Ger-
mans, and even the guards.

The Hundts were then boarded on a train 
with other Germans that headed west to Ger-
many.

“We ended up in a house and stayed there 
while we found our father a few years later 
through the Red Cross (after the war),” Helga 
said. “We heard that my father was delivering 
bags of sugar on the train in west Germany.”

It was her mother’s determination that re-
united the family. When word got out after 
the war that some of Efrom’s family was across 
the border in west Germany, Leokadia made 
the solo trip in secret to lay the groundwork 
for a future escape with her children. Follow-
ing her return, Leokadia made three more 
trips back and forth to bring her children 
across the border into west Germany.

Helga recalls the story. 

“My mother first snuck across to the west 
zone and then came back,” she said. “She took 
two kids over at a time to bring. She took two 
of my brothers first. Then she came back and 
took my sister and my other brother. My 
younger sister and I were the last to go.”

When Leokadia and her six children were 
now in west Germany, the International Red 
Cross helped to locate their father and even-
tually reunite the family. 

Helga developed a passion and sense of 
empathy for the less-fortunate at a young age. 
She reminisces of her time in Germany; tak-
ing in sick cats and developing a friendship 
with her pet goat, “Lutzwick”.

“I had a goat, Lutzwick, as my pet...he 
was so neat,” she said with a smile. “I’d come 
home, open up the gate, and he could tell if 
I was mad or sad or whatever. When I was 
sad, I would sit on those bales of straw, and 
he would put his head on my lap and just lay 
there. I would go up and play with him and 
he would jump and play around. I loved him”.

Sevastopol Spotlight: 

Mrs. Bobb’s Gentle Spirit Lifts Others
 BY JUSTIN SKIBA, THIRD GRADE TEACHER

“I love the hugs - the smiles they give. 
They see me and they give me hugs. 
They can barely talk, but they’re waving 
at me and saying, ‘Hi, Mrs. Bobb.’ I bend 
down to their height and look into their 
faces. I talk to them kindly and call them 
by name.”
 ~Mrs. Helga Bobb

In April of 1952, Helga’s family emigrated 
to the United States when she was eleven years 
old. 

“Our sponsor (that paid for us to come to 
the U.S.) was Dr. Gordon, who was a den-
tist here that owned orchards,” she said. “We 
worked for him and paid him back within a 
year.”

Helga and her family arrived in New York 
and settled in Sturgeon Bay. She did not speak 
any English and attended Cherry School from 
the age of eleven until the 8th grade. She went 
on to Sevastopol High School and graduated 
in 1960.

Carl Scholz, the former Sevastopol super-
intendent, often asked Helga to babysit his 
children and later recommended her to watch 
John Bobb’s children. Bobb taught civics 
at Sevastopol and was Helga’s former high 
school teacher.

In fact, Helga recalls getting in trouble just 
once in school. She was running late to class 
and Mr. Bobb stuck his arm across the door 
before she could enter and lectured her for 
being late.

“I was so mad,” she joked. “That was the 
only tardy slip I got in four years of high 
school and he gave it to me.”

Helga accepted the offer to watch Mr. 
Bobb’s children after she had graduated. She 
recalls a moment from her childhood that 
perhaps foreshadowed what was to be.

“When I was still in Germany and about 
six years old, I was looking at the neighbors 
who had rabbits in cages. I remember it like 
it was yesterday. For whatever reason, I looked 
at the rabbits and said, “One day, I am going 

to marry a teacher.”

As fate would have it, Helga and John Bobb 
would marry on December 21st, 1961.

Interestingly, John Bobb was an American 
soldier during World War II at the very same 
time that Helga’s father was fighting for the 
German army. 

“Both crossed the Rhine River on Christ-
mas Eve near the end of the war. The Amer-
icans went over the bridge and the Germans 
went under,” she recalls. “Had they seen each 
other, they could have shot each other. They 
never talked about the army, but those two 
realized it one Christmas when they talked 
years later.”

Helga’s involvement in the schools began 
in the 1960s when she regularly volunteered 
in her children’s classrooms, making crafts or 
gingerbread houses. Helga and John would 
have three daughters together in addition to 
John’s four children.

John Bobb later became the high school 
principal in the 1965, a title he held until 
1983.

As for Helga, in addition to raising seven 
children, she became a full-time special edu-
cation aide in 1982.

“Pat Pflieger hired me on the spot as I was 
subbing one day,” Helga said. “He never saw 
anyone who would lay down on the floor and 
talk with these kids who had nothing but sen-
sory. Pat encouraged me to get certified and 
then I was hired.”

Helga’s motives were simple; to make a 
child smile.

“I really enjoyed special education because 
I would think things like, What can I do to 

make Brent smile today? That was my moti-
vation to come in...to see if I could make a 
difference.”

She continued to work full-time for the 
next eleven years within the special education 
department and then an additional fourteen 
years in maintenance.

John Bobb passed away in December of 
1999 on their 38th wedding anniversary. In 
honor of her husband, Helga created the John 
Bobb Memorial Scholarship to give to stu-
dents who needed “that extra push or motiva-
tion to go on to higher education.”

As she says, “I’ve always been for the un-
derdog.”

Following her full-time work at Sevastopol, 
Helga continued working part-time and vol-
unteering at the school. 

She credits former elementary principal, 
Joe Majeski, for recognizing her knack for re-
lating to the youngest of students.

“Joe would always make sure that I would 
start with the new kids (four- and five-year-
old kindergarten) so that I could comfort 
them,” she said. “He knew that I could make 
them feel comfortable...even the teachers. Joe 
had a wonderful knack of seeing my potential 
and what I could give.”

It can be said that Helga knows exactly 
what to give children.

“My theory is if you don’t give those chil-
dren the attention and care in the younger 
grades, you have lost them by the time they 
get to third grade. If you brush them off at a 
younger age, you lose them.”

Helga continues to help out with those 
young Pioneers and can also be found filling 

in as secretary in the elementary office, in the 
school kitchen, or collecting tickets at school 
sporting events.

“The thing about Sevastopol is how every-
body treats each other like family,” she said. 
“You are cared for. It’s just a unique group be-
cause we all care for each other. As long as I 
can, I want to continue helping out.”

Her efforts extend beyond the Sevastopol 
School District and into the Door County 
community. She volunteers at the Lakeshore 
Cap food pantry in Sturgeon Bay, the United 
Methodist Church, Third Avenue Playhouse, 
Habitat for Humanity, and the biker’s club.

The little girl that was brought up in a 
country over 4,000 miles away, in world of 
unfortunate circumstances and self-described 
as an underdog of her own, has and contin-
ues to bless the Sevastopol community where 
she has devoted her life’s work to bringing her 
warmth and peace to so many.

Editor’s Note: While interviewing Helga 
Bobb, she referenced a 1982 article from the 
Door County Advocate that offered informa-
tion from her childhood during the war. A 
detailed account of the Hundt families’ jour-
ney, including interviews with the family, is 
written in After 40 years German family recalls 
World War II horrors by Linda Adams. 

The Hundt children, circa 1945 (L-R Gertrud, Elsa, Otto, Helga, Eddie, and Herman)
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Helga and her husband, John Bobb, 1999.

 Helga Bobb with former Sevastopol superintendent, Carl Scholz, December 2017.

 Leokadia and Efrom Hundt, Helga’s parents.
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School Board videos are broadcast frequently 
on Sevastopol’s cable TV station, channel 986, for 
about a week following the meeting.  For a broad-
cast schedule link, see the www.doorbell.net/video 
web site.  Channel 986 can be viewed by any Char-
ter TV subscriber in Door and Kewaunee Counties 
at no extra charge.

Serving our community since 1996. Locally owned. Locally minded.
The Peninsula Pulse is a proud sponsor of the Pioneer Times and is a Peninsula Publishing & Distribution, Inc. company.

8142 Highway 57, Baileys Harbor, WI 54202 • 920.839.2121 • info@doorcountypulse.com • doorcountypulse.com

doorcountypulse.com

All Door County Mailboxes get the 
Peninsula Pulse for free. Just Email 
your address to subscribe@ppulse.com 
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If a student isn’t in school today, he or she 
might be touring the Door County Medical 
Center or hanging drywall at a home-con-
struction site.

Starting in the 2017-2018 academic 
school year, Wisconsin Legislature mandat-
ed that public school districts in the State of 
Wisconsin adopt the Academic and Career 
Planning (ACP) guidelines that apply to stu-
dents in sixth through 12th grades.  

According to the statute establishing the 
program, ACP’s purpose is to prepare mid-
dle and high school students for careers; en-
hance their technological literacy; encourage 
lifelong learning; develop good citizenship; 
and promote cooperation among business, 
industry, labor, postsecondary schools and 
public schools.

A key component of the law requires 
schools to create individualized educational 
plans that identify and track the academic, 
career, personal, and social goals of every 
6-12 student. Moreover, the schools must 
show how each student will achieve their 
goals both before and after high school grad-
uation.

A committee consisting of secondary 
principal Adam Baier, guidance counsel-
or Melissa Malcore, technology education 
teacher Dan Sanborn, business and infor-
mation technology teacher David Phillips, 
sixth-grade teacher Chad Retzlaff, and fam-
ily and consumer science teacher and career 
transition coordinator Tara LeClair are help-
ing to guide Sevastopol’s efforts to meet the 
requirements. 

According to LeClair, the school already 
had a lot of pieces in place to meet the guide-
lines, so the committee’s goal was to enhance 
what the district was already doing. 

Part of the program involves touring tech-
nical schools and colleges; listening to pre-
sentations led by industry professionals; and 
completing skills assessments through Ca-
reer Cruising, a computer program designed 
to aid in career planning.

To get ideas, the committee toured one 
of the Department of Public Instruction’s 
pilot schools, Mishicot High School, last 
spring. This summer the committee spent 
time revamping the homeroom and half day 
activities to include alumni guest speakers, 

university and technical college tours, and 
introductory career cruising activities for the 
middle school.

LeClair even updated the curriculum for 
Exploring Health Careers, a class which had 
been taught in the past.  The class gives stu-
dents who are interested in a career in the 
healthcare field a chance to meet with real 
people currently working in the field, con-
duct research into the specific careers that 
interest them, and actually tour facilities like 
Door County Medical Center and Bellin 
College.

Door County Medical Center’s Chief Ad-
ministrative Officer Brian Stephens was one 
of at least 20 guest speakers to speak to stu-
dents.

Senior Claire Brauer has taken advantage 
of the opportunity.  

“We were given a project to research a 
career in the healthcare field, and I chose a 
healthcare administrator. While researching, 
I became very interested in the aspects of the 
job and I was able to go on a job shadow 
with someone currently in this career, which 
solidified my interest,” Brauer said.  

Besides Exploring Health Careers, anoth-
er program that helps students get hands-on 
experience in the work world includes res-
idential home building, a program Sevas-
topol students have participated in for the 
past eight years.  This program, geared at 
teaching students the trades associated with 
residential home construction, also provides 
an educational foundation of the skills they 
are applying on the job.  At the conclusion 
of the program, students earn college cred-
it in NWTC’s Structural Systems program.  
Seniors Tyler Dvorak and Eli Zielke partici-
pated this year and gained on-the-job expe-
rience they may have otherwise not experi-
enced if not for this program.

“The home construction program gave 
me a clue of what I want to do for a career,” 
Dvorak said.

Teachers around the school are incorpo-
rating ACP objectives into their classes.

“I truly think that we’ve already been 
doing this for a long time, but we’re really 
trying to broaden what this [program] looks 
like, and is actually required,” said Melissa 
Malcore, sixth-12th grade counselor.  

Academic and Career Planning Offers 
Students Avenue to Explore Career Fields 
BY ZACH CHRISTIANSEN, SENIOR 

Any other year Dale Carlson’s turf design 
and management students would build a 
golf course model to scale as their big project 
for the semester.  This year’s class decided to 
go bigger, building an actual putting green 
on the east side of the football field.

Turf design and management covers ev-
erything from how pesticides used on golf 
courses affect soil runoff, to how to set up a 
golf course according to PGA requirements. 
The semester-length course typically culmi-
nates with the building of model golf cours-
es.  Not this year though.

It started with senior Jacob Welsing say-
ing, “Why can’t we build an actual putting 
green?” and senior Levi Olson googling 
names of “putting green guys”.

Carlson decided this would be the perfect 
hands-on learning experience for the class. 
The students were responsible for project 
management from inception to the eventual 
completion this spring. 

“It was a great experience for the kids be-
cause they had to do all the legwork,” Carl-
son said.

Students put together a proposal includ-
ing cost and material analysis, which they 
brought to superintendent Kyle Luedtke 
who brought it to the board for approval.

“When the proposal came across my desk 
I thought this was a pretty neat learning 
opportunity. It’s not only a great hands-on 
project, but with students seeing the proj-
ect through from beginning to end, it offers 
great experience in working with contractors 
and making adjustments to a plan along the 

way,” Luedtke said. 

Making adjustments is exactly what stu-
dents had to do, beginning with procuring 
the actual green.  After debating between 
real and artificial turf, the decision was made 
to go with artificial because it will require 
less maintenance and last longer. Then they 
had to decide whether to go with used turf 
or new. For the sake of longevity, they went 
with new. According to Carlson, Olson was 
integral in getting the project off the ground 
by enlisting the help of Jim Gehrke, owner 
of Executive Greens out of Wauwatosa, Wis-
consin.

Once the turf was delivered it became a 
race against the weather.  Their original goal 
was to have the green in place before snow 
started flying.  Unfortunately, due to having 
to change the type of sand they used on the 
green, that didn’t happen. 

Dave Schartner donated a trailer-load of 
sand for the project, but the class quickly 
figured out they would need to purchase a 
more refined silica sand in order to get the 
best results. The FFA Alumni is donating the 
silica sand to finish the project in the spring. 
Carlson’s landscaping class will help finish 
the putting green and install a sand trap with 
the sand donated by Schartner.

According to Olson, it was a much bigger 
project than he anticipated, but he is glad he 
got involved.

“It was a fun, hands-on project that taught 
me project–management skills I wouldn’t 
have learned anywhere else,” Olson said. 

Real-life project gets 
students’ hands dirty
Turf design and management class re-
searches, plans, and builds putting green
 BY MINDI VANDERHOOF, ENGLISH JOURNALISM TEACHER

Basic
By: Alyson Differt

From the day we are born
We are constantly growing, like a new bud on a leaf.

Our first few years
Are spring, a new beginning.

Learning to walk and talk, simply as if there is no worry in the world.

Books, teachers, and new friends
The summer sun is shining upon our skin.

But as we grow, the summer breeze 
Gets cooler and cooler.

The days become shorter.
And as a new fall begins,

More responsibilities lie ahead.

“What college..?” “Where are you going..?” a relative asks
You realize how fast the time has gone,

You start to spend time with the ones you love. 

The brisk air of fall fills your lungs,
Watching your kids grow taller,

Becoming smarter,
Soon enough, they’ll be moving out.

The first snow of winter has arrived.
Nostalgia hits you as you touch the snow.

You look back on your life frequently,
Knowing it’s only a matter of time

Before the bitterness of winter
Buries you.

The Mirror
By: Alyson Differt

It stares back at the girl,
How lovely, like a pearl.

But she doesn’t feel the same way,
Cringing at the display.

She wishes to be like the girls in the magazines,
Obstructed by the fallacies.

Little does she know,
Her beauty glows.
She is an ocean,

Full of solitary virtues.
These traits are woven,

Hopefully she will never lose.
Her charisma is the moon,
Her shoulder is a dolphin.

Now, she sees this within herself, 
And it will not be forgotten.

Brainwashed
Tricked into thinking a certain way

Different generations
Different views

Many looking for a change
A new beginning

To change the wrong to right
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Sophomores spent a day attending campus tours at the University of Wisconsin-Green Bay, Northeast Wisconsin Technical College, 
and St Norbert’s College.  This is just one activity Sevastopol School implemented as part of academic & career planning (ACP).

Freshmen students listen to Door County Administrator Ken Pabich as he emphasizes the many career 
opportunities available to them in local government.

High school home construction students take a break from the construction of the 8th Annual stu-
dent-built home, which is organized through the Door County Business & Education Partnership.  The 
construction site is located in the Spring Oaks subdivision (behind the YMCA) in Sturgeon Bay.
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Fall All-Conference 
Athletes
Volleyball:
Mya Ploor-- 2nd Team Setter
Courtney Tebo-- 2nd Team All Around
Brooke Hurth-- 2nd Team Libero
Stephanie Bemmann-- 1st Team Front Row
Aly Differt-- 1st Team All Around

Football:
Ethan Kroll-- 1st Team Offense,1st Team Defense, and Offensive Player of the 
Year
Jeremy Jorns-- 1st Team Defense, 2nd Team Offense, and Defensive Player of the 
Year
Charlie Carmody-- 1st Team Offense and Honorable Mention Defense
Nathan Stenzel-- 1st Team Defense
Max Krohn-- 2nd Team Defense
Zach Christiansen-- 2nd Team Punter
Arthur Hocevar-- 2nd Team Kicker
Jacob Welsing-- Honorable Mention Offense
Caden Kacmarynski-- Honorable Mention Offense
Peyton Hurth-- Honorable Mention Defense
Jaden Sawyer-- Honorable Mention Offense and Defense

Soccer:
Eduardo Garcia-- 2nd Team 
Jose Tlatempa-- Honorable Mention
Evan Lardinois-- Honorable Mention
Nick Stoeckel -- Honorable Mention

Cross Country:
Olivia Stenzel-- 1st Team and Conference Champion
Liz Fiscus-- 2nd Team
Zoe Kuehn-- Honorable Mention
Josh Pflieger-- 1st Team
Kyle Carlson-- 2nd Team
Sam Abel-- 2nd Team 
Jake Pflieger-- Honorable Mention

Swimming:
Gale Chier-- 2nd Team 200 freestyle, 2nd Team 400 freestyle relay, and honor-
able mention 500 freestyle
Molly Banks-- 1st Team 50 freestyle, 1st Team 100 freestyle, 1st Team 200 
medley relay, and 1st Team 200 freestyle relay
Maggie Hartman-- 2nd Team 400 freestyle relay and 2nd Team 100 back
Kaitlyn Schauske-- 2nd Team 500 freestyle and 2nd Team 400 freestyle relay Competing in the 100 yard breaststroke, William Albertson sails through 

the water taking third place.

Helping the Pioneers come from behind, senior Nelson Demmin dunks the 
ball against NEWCHAA helping the team take home a 69 to 62 victory.

With time running out, senior Lexie LeClair pushes past a Kewaunee defender in an attempt to put up a last-minute shot. The Pioneers fell to the Storm 16-56 
with only three of their starters healthy enough to play.

Breaking down his opponent, junior Jeremy Jorns secures a win at the Kimberly Papermakers Invite. Jorns is 35-4 for the season thus far.

On his way to finishing the race, Maxwell McHugh takes home a first place.


